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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-37 are currently pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter that the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 6-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

A. The following claims language is unclear and indefinite: 

4. As per claims 6-12, there is an Insufficient antecedent basis for the claimed element 
"the streaming media" it's unclear what "streaming media" the applicant is referring to. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefore, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 
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6. Claims 27-32 are rejected under 101 as being non statutory because the claimed 
system in the preamble is software per se, as they are not tangibly embodied or include 
any recite hardware as part of the system. In claims 27, this claim recites "a plurality of 
media; one or more applications; and an infrastructure layer", but these limitations are 
described as being software alone. Specially, it is stated in the specification (see 
specification paragraph 29, lines 1-3) for example that the system is implemented in 
software. As such, it is believed that the system of claims 27-32 are reasonably 
interpreted as software per se, failing to be tangibly embodied or include any recite 
hardware as part of the system. 

7. As to claims 33-37, they are rejected for the same reasons as claims 27-32 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



9. Claims 1-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Risan 
et al (U.S 20050172309) in view of Jenning et al (US 20020099842). 
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10. As to claims 1,13, 14,19-20, 27 and 33, Risan teaclies tine invention substantially as 
claimed including a method, system and product comprising: 

listening at an application programming interface for a notification indicating that a 
change is to be made In a topology of streaming media software components ( abstract; 
FIG. 3: 304; FIG. 4; paragraph 97; media change notification couple with update of the 
Agent (304); where the "agent 304" is the topology) ; and 

when the notification is received, notifying a media engine (FIG. 3:300; where the 
"GCM 300" is the media engine), wherein: 

the media engine is capable of reconfiguring the topology in accordance with 
the indicated change (FIG. 3:304 and paragraph 69; reconfiguration of the 
topology/agent for maintaining the state changes) ; and 

at least one of the topology or the reconfigured topology have: one media 
software component located on a computing device (FIG. 2 and FIG.4; CCM 300 
installed on the client device); and another media software component located on 
another computing device (FIG. 2 and FIG. 4; CCM 300 installed in the server ) . 

1 1 . However, Risan does not explicitly teach streaming media software component 
located on the computing devices. 
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12. Whereas, in the same field of endeavor; distributed media system Jenninq discloses 
a system and method for streaming media to computer viewers with streaming media 
software components in ( FIG.1 : 102; paragraph 44; streaming system for media). 



13. It would be obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Risan's invention with Jenning's invention to include streaming 
media software components for delivering streaming media to client computers by small 
portions. One would be motivated to provide streaming media software components in 
order to give media owners control of what entities have access to it's streaming 
services and media product (Jenninq' s : paragraph 45-47). 

14. As to claims 2, 18, 21 , Risan teaches, wherein the notification is provided by an 
operating system (paragraph 78). 

15. As to claim 3, Risan teaches, wherein the notification is provided by an application 
(paragraph 70). 

16. As to claim 4, Risan teaches, wherein the notification is provided by one or more 
said streaming media software components of the topology (FIG. 3, 301-309). 
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17. As to claim 5, Risan teaches, wherein the change includes at least one of adding or 
removing one or more said streaming media software components to the topology 
(paragraph 69, "a media player with or without recording functionalities"). This claimed 
element meets the claimed limitation of the claim. 

18. As to claims 6-8, they are rejected for the same reasons as claim 5 above. 

19. As to claim 9, Risan teaches, wherein the topology of streaming media software 
components include: one or more media sources individual ones of which serving as a 
source of the streaming media ; one or more transforms communicatively linked with the 
one or more media sources and configured to handle the streaming media from the one 
or more media sources; and one or more media sinks configured to sink the streaming 
media from the one or more transforms ( FIG. 5; FIG. 1 1 ; paragraph 244-246);. 

20. As to claims 10, 24, Risan teaches, registering to receive the notification from an 
operating system (paragraph 56). 

21 . As to claims 1 1 , 25, Risan teaches, initializing the reconfigured topology to have an 
execution state relative to the streaming media that matches an execution state of the 
topology of when the notification was received (paragraph 69). 
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22. As to claims 12, 17, 26 and 37, Risan teaches, wherein each said execution state 
includes execution characteristics that relate to the streaming media and are selected 
from the group consisting of:start; pause; stop; fast forward; rewind; slow motion; and 
position in the streaming media (paragraph 70). 

23. As to claims 15, 23, Risan teaches, wherein the plurality of computing devices is 
communicatively coupled via a network (FIG. 2). 

24. As to claim 16, Risan teaches, wherein the at least one of the first or second 
topology have said software components that are distributed on a plurality of computing 
devices such that: one said software component is located on a first said computing 
device; and another said software component is located on a second said computing 
device (FIG. 2: 210-230; 250, 251; paragraph 91; wherein the CCM is installed in both 
client and server computers). 

25. As to claim 22, it is rejected for the same reasons as claim 5 above. 

26. As to claims 28-32 and 34-36, they are rejected for the same reasons as the claims 
above. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to Abdou Karim Seye whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1062. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30 - 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, An Meng can be reached on (571 )272-3756. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Meng-AI An/ /Abdou Karlm Seye/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 21 95 Examiner, Art Unit 21 94 



